THE O ANTIPHONS

In the days leading up to Christmas the Church
offers us a series of beautiful antiphons or
ancient chants. From 17 December to 23
December these antiphons are sung and read in
Evening Prayer (Vespers) framing the Magnificat
and as Gospel acclamations during Mass. These
texts most probably originated in Rome before

Parish Pilgrimage to
Rome.
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Office hours: 9am —1 Tuesd Tel: 01432 273941 fxsafeguardi il.com Tel -273485 Each antiphon is a name of Christ, taken from cre will a presentation €vening in January with a cu
ce hours: 9am —1pm (not Tuesday) el: sfxsafeguarding@gmail.com Tel - P ! -off date of 14th February 2026 for signing up.

one of his attributes such as root, light and key

mentioned in Scripture and refers to the Spiritual leader: Fr. John George

Dear All, As we enter the Fourth Sunday of Advent, our journey of waiting draws very Fully guided tour to include the following highlights:

close to its fulfilment. The Advent wreath candles are almost fully lit, the days are heavy prophecy of Isaiah of the coming of the Messiah - L p e .

) . R ’ . Papal Audience; visit to St Peter’s Basilica with Mass,
with expectation, and the Ch,urch invites us to pause and reflect on how God chooses to In these antiphons we are reminded that we live toﬁr &\>Jisi|t to thnglome- visit t(ra and I\Ifllassv;lrlm the
come among us.This Sunday’s Gospel turns our attention to Joseph—a quiet, faithful man between the two comings that give Advent its Catacombs. Visit to the Trevi fountain and the
who listens, trusts, and acts with courage. Through his obedience and compassion, God’s central theme: Jesus’ birth and his Second Venerable English College.
plan unfolds in a way that is humble, unexpected, and deeply human. Advent reminds us Coming. Since the expulsion from Eden, we have Booking forms are now available from the office

that God often works, not through noise or spectacle, but through faithfulness, kindness,
and a willingness to say “yes” even when the path ahead is unclear. Saint Matthew is
concerned to keep in balance two truths about Jesus: that he is Son of David and that he

cried out for salvation and justice. A way
has opened up for us through Jesus’ birth, —

as op \| In the Narthex we have plenty of the
his ministry on earth, and beyond death and res- | Christmas Mass cards frcf)m FryJames and Fr

is Son of God. Each is essential for understanding who Jesus is. And both Mary and Joseph play a role in urrection, of his promise of a new kingdom. : . :

accomplishing this harmonious grasp of the mystery. As we prepare for the celebration of Christ’s birth, These beautiful antiphons are Advent’s brightest J‘;h’.‘ff'” the basket.whlch have a!l the details
may these final days of Advent help us to make room in our hearts, our homes, and our community for jewels shining in the darkness of our night. They of different Mass times and services. Rather
Emmanuel—God with us—who comes to bring hope, peace, and new life to the world. Fr John lead us to the light of Christ just as the Star led than just leave them could you take a couple

the wise men from the East to Bethlehem. Each and pass on to friends or family?

title for Christ focuses on one aspect of his

Liturgical Calendar December 2025 Yr A Psalter Wk 4 Volunteers needed to prepare identity and is followed by further qualities The Sound System in Church
the Church for Christmas flowing from that title. Each antiphon ends with a A sound engineer has made some
Sat20th  |10.30am | 3rd Week of Our Lady’s If you can spare an hour or two please petition asking for a specific request from adjustments to our sound system this week
Advent Intenti come along on Wednesday 24th Christ appropriate to the title by which He was and hopefully you can hear a bit more
nenton December at 9.00am to help clean just invoked. volume. We will be looking at a more
Sat20th |11.00am | Confessions & Adoration and decorate the church for Christmas. O Wisdom, you come forth from the mouth of extensive refit of some of the sound system
— All are welcome, the more the merrier! the Most High. You fill the universe and hold all in the New Year.
Sat20th | 6.00pm |4TH SUNDAY Thanksgiving things together in a strong yet gentle manner. O
OF ADVENT (V. Jose) come to teach us the way of truth. St Michael the Archangel
Yo decorate the Church for O Adonai and leader of Israel, you appeared to ; ; ;
Sun21st | 8.00am |4TH SUNDAY OF Tony Colley Christmas. Moses in a burning bush and {,oyu gavpep him the :':fe“.d I‘(‘s d'“ batt'ea be our prf"tﬁ‘:t:f“.?ga'““
ADVENT RIP Please could parishioners bring in inai i e wickedness and snares of the devil.
fvet parisi v hell %h q Law on Sinai. O come and save us with your May God rebuke him we humbly pray:
some holly, especially holly with re mighty power. ; )
Sun21st  110.00am | 4TH SUNDAY OF Gella Sykes berries or variegated holly. You can O stock of Jesse, you stand as a signal for the :r':d do thou,f(c: P(;-mceto_f tthehHﬁaSvetnly ho:t, "By
ADVENT RIP leave at the back of Church. nations; kings fall silent before you whom the th: zsrlv:;igits Svﬁ::?'owl :boeut tzeacv:nd a
Mon 22nd | 9.30am 4th week of Advent Thankseivin e — peoples acclaim. O come to deliver us, and do i .
8¢ | | open Invitation This Sunday at the 10.00am Mass | | not delay. seeking the ruin of souls. Amen
Mon 22nd | 12.30pm | Carols on the steps - All Welcome our Nigerian parishioners will be leading some of O key of David and sceptre of Israel, what you -
Tuc 25rd | NO oublic Mass. Mass at Our Ladv’s 9.30 the singing and then providing refreshments in the open no one else can close again; what you close| |The collection at the
ue 23r public Mass. Mass at Our Lady’s 9. Kemble Hall afterwards. Do come and join us. no _onef can open. (f) conp\e to hlead_ tl‘]e Christmas Masses is your
Wed 24th No 1.00pm_Mass captive from prison; free those who sit in ;
We remember all who have died darkness and in the shadow of death. glft to Fr James and Fr John.
Wed 24th |5.00pm | CHRISTMAS MASS | Kathryn & Anniversaries: David Lyons, O Rising Sun, you are the splendour of eternal Thank you.
Andy Morison Timothy O’Connor, Winifred Setterfield, light and the sun of justice. O come and
9.30pm | CAROLS . . Thomas Morgan, Francis Dullehan, Bill Mills, enlighten those who sit in darkness and in the Welcome to new parishioners and
&10pm | & MASS OF THE Jim & Sylvia Anna Stevens, Patrick Jeffers, shadow of death. visitors. Do introduce yourselves to the
NIGHT (MIDNIGHT) Philips RIP Pierina Gallagher, Alena Liskova. O King whom all the peoples desire, you are the welcomers and come along after 10.00am
Eternal rest grant unto them O Lord cornerstone which makes all one. O come and Mass for coffee and cake.
Thur 25th |8.00am | CHRISTMAS MASS | The Parish and let perpetual light shine upon them. save man whom you made from clay.
AT DAWN May they rest in peace. Amen. O Emmanuel, you are our king and judge, % Collections 14/12/2025
the One whom the peoples await and their Thank The Parish £793.30
Thurs25th | 10.00am | CHRISTMAS DAY Gerard & The pink concertina for your Christmas Saviour. O come and save us, Lord our God. 1% Flowers £436.52
MASS Jeanie i@ cards has made its annual appearance on Fr James o -
Livingstone @8 the baptismal font! Please check it to see if ) -
RIP you have any cards in it! Ministers of the Eucharist | Ministers of the Word What's on in December 2025
& daughter - , : 6pm Kathy West 6pm Fi Stok Sun 21st | 10.00am Nigerian choir at Mass
Joan Rg]P Pray for the Sick: Ania Kuzba, Jan Beavan, Robbie pm Ara:ge‘lla H%ﬁnggs HZ::n I:::th okes Refreshments after.
Bell, Meg Furber, Ann Currie, Midad Jasari, Lynne Vigeetha Joseph
Fri26th |1.00pm |ST STEPHEN Souls in EOWGR”Sé Kakthﬁrin? l‘l\’lllelia, Ehlqstina Joaeﬂes, Sarah, Mon 22nd [ 12.30pm | Carols on the Steps
na Rudnicki, Nicola Merrick, Martin O’Connor, 8am Cecilia Balestra 8am
PROTOMARTYR Purgatory Patricia Moroney, Margaret Davis, Carola Morton, Frances Hetterley |Dorothy Kennedy aP:‘eda_s;:?xone do come
Sat27th |10.30am |ST JOHN, APOSTLE |Alena RIP E":trr?gge&g';grl]%'izgrsJ:r?ﬁSJ asna;asdt\)ferryé I'\F/I%Leaslae Bord, — e ] :
r 7 r am omas Kottu alll am e GIllic i
AND EVANGELIST Pauline and David Day, Mark Edmunds, Kath Feely, Mary Cook PP Family Wed 24th |9.00am Church Cleaning
NB NO CONFESSIONS Ann Marie Hughson, Ann Orchard. Moses Obanimoh All welcome.




