
 

 

Ministers of the Eucharist Ministers of the Word 

6pm Kathy Weston 
        Angela Holmes 
        Vigeetha Joseph 

6pm  Philip Dixon 

         Stuart Fox 

8am Cecilia Balestra 
         Frances Hetterley   

8am Tracey Buckley           

10am Maria Brennan 
          Moses Obanimoh 
          Gerald Okafor   

10am Andy Milne 
          TBC 

ST FRANCIS XAVIER’S  
CATHOLIC CHURCH HEREFORD            
      Parish Priest Dom James Hood. Assistant Priest Dom John George.  

19 Broad St. Hereford, HR4 9AP Tel: 01432 273485: www.sfxhereford.org.uk 
Hospital Chaplain: Fr Patrick Lobo 07922323603 

 

Pray for the Sick: Ania Kuzba, Jan Beavan, Robbie 
Bell, Meg Furber, Ann Currie, Midad Jasari, Lynne 
Howells,  Katherine  Melia, Christina James, Sarah,    
Ana Rudnicki, Nicola Merrick, Martin O’Connor,  
Patricia Moroney, Margaret Davis, Carola Morton, 
Margaret Skelding, James Spradbery, Teresa Bord, 
Patricia Marongiu, Sarah James, Ann Marie Hughson, 
Pauline and David Day, Mark Edmunds, Kath Feely,  
Ann Orchard. 

    Collections 28/12/2025 
     The Parish  £756.21  

 
  Fr James and Fr John 

would like to express their heartfelt thanks for 
your Christmas offerings &  gifts. 

We remember all who have died: 
Val Gittings 
Anniversaries: Nora Mills, Wanda Jones,  
Christina Withyman, Philip Cook, James Joynt.  
Eternal rest grant unto them O Lord  
and let perpetual light shine upon them.  
May they rest in peace. Amen. 

Welcome to new parishioners and  
visitors. Do introduce yourselves to the  
welcomers and come along after 
10.00am Mass for coffee and cake. 

Dear All, As we celebrate the Second Sunday after the Nativity, the joy of Christmas continues to unfold 
among us. The lights may be coming down, and the pace of daily life may be returning, yet the mystery we 
welcomed on Christmas Day still invites our attention. The Word has become flesh and continues to dwell 
among us—not only in the crib of Bethlehem, but in our homes, our schools, and our parish community. 
This light is meant to be shared, “proclaimed among the nations” as the Gospel acclamation tell us, so that 
as Christians we continually gift to others the joy of our faith. 
Today’s liturgy reminds us that Christmas is not a single moment but a living reality. In the words of St 
John: “The light shines in the darkness.” In Christ, God has chosen to be close, to share our human story, 
and to reveal his light in the ordinary patterns of our lives. As we begin this new year, we 
are invited to carry the hope, peace, and gentleness of the Nativity into the weeks ahead, 
allowing the light of Christ to shape how we live, pray, and care for one another. May this 
season continue to deepen our faith and renew our trust that God is truly with us - 
yesterday, today, and always. Fr John 

Sat 3rd 10.30am Most Holy Name of Jesus Thanksgiving 

Sat 3rd 11.00am Confessions & Adoration 

Sat 3rd 6.00pm 2ND SUNDAY OF 

CHRISTMAS 

Dwarka  

Prasad 

Sun 4th 08.00am 2ND SUNDAY  The Parish 

Sun 4th 10.00am 2ND SUNDAY Catherine 

Warr RIP 

Mon 5th 9.30am 
Rosary  

Weekdays before  

Epiphany 

Thanksgiving 

Liji Varghese 

Mon 5th 6.00pm THE EPIPHANY,  

VIGIL MASS 

Sick  and 

Housebound 

Tue 6th 1.00pm THE EPIPHANY (HOLY 

DAY OF OBLIGATION) 

Vocations 

Wed 7th 1.00pm Wednesday after the 

Epiphany 

Bill & Nora 

Mills RIP 

Thur 8th 9.30am Thursday after the 

Epiphany 

John, James, 

Thomas 

McSherry 

Fri 9th 1.00pm Friday after the  

Epiphany 

Souls in  

Purgatory 

Sat 10th 10.30am Saturday after the 

Epiphany 

Tom McCourt 

& Peter Millin 

Sat 10th 11.00am Confessions & Adoration 

Sat 10th 6.00pm THE BAPTISM OF 

THE LORD 

The Parish 

Sun 11th 08.00am THE BAPTISM OF 

THE LORD 

Anna & 

Tadeusz 

Kania RIP 

Sun 11th 10.00am THE BAPTISM OF 

THE LORD 

Private  

Intention 

Liturgical Calendar January 2026 Yr A Psalter Wk 2 

What’s on in January 2026 

Mon 5th 7.00pm SVP in Kemble Hall 

Wed 7th 6.30pm ABC Scripture group 

Sun 11th 11.30am Rome Pilgrimage talk 

Parish Administrator: Mr John Cook 
Email: hereford2@cardiffmenevia.org 
Office hours: 9am –1pm (not Tuesday) 

SFX Parish School Headteacher:  
Mrs  Elizabeth Christopherson 
Tel: 01432 273941  

SFX Parish Safeguarding Officer: 
Mrs Kathy Weston -Email  
sfxsafeguarding@gmail.com Tel -273485 

2026 
Last Thursday, the new calendar year  
commenced. We’re accustomed to wish one  
another a HAPPY NEW YEAR. I take this  
opportunity of wishing you all a very Happy and 
Peaceful 2026. May 2026 bring blessings to you 
and your families. In the words of the Pilgrims of 
Hope prayer, may the treasures for heaven  
reawaken in you. 

During the last few months 
some have gathered to 
pray the scriptures – Lectio 
Divina. Lectio Dvina is an 
ancient monastic practice, 
slowly and meditatively 
reading and praying the 
scriptures. What is  
stopping us from having a 
few groups in the parish 
that gather on a weekly 
basis to pray the  
scriptures?  
There is no better way to 
prepare for Sunday’s Mass 
than reading and listening 

to the Word of God - the assigned gospel  
passage. 
Pope Benedict XVI wrote: 
“The Church lives on the word of God, and the 
word of God echoes through the Church, in her 
teaching and throughout her life. In this context, 
I would like to recall and recommend the ancient 
tradition of Lectio Divina: the diligent reading of 
Sacred Scripture, accompanied by prayer, brings 
about the intimate dialogue in which the person  
reading hears God is speaking, and in praying, 
responds to him with trusting openness of heart. 
 
If it is effectively promoted, this practice will 
bring to the Church- I am convinced of it - a new 
spiritual springtide.”  
(Pope Benedict XVI, on the 40th Anniversary of 
Verbum Dei – 2005.) We see that Lectio Divina 
is reading Sacred Scripture diligently and 
prayerfully: it is opening one’s heart to God’s 
word and entering into a dialogue with him. 
Some of you have expressed a wish to form a 
small group and meet regularly. Some of the 
meetings can take place online. Please contact 
Fr John or me or leave a message on the parish 
email. 
It’s wonderful that we continue to have several 
baptisms in our church. This year we’re  
privileged to have the Archbishop administering 
the Sacrament of Confirmation. There will be 
two First Holy Communion Masses. At present, 
we have a wedding in June. 
Fr James 

The Great Awakening 
January 24th 2026 
Powerful catholic healing and revival day 
Fr Xavier Vattayil (well known worldwide for 
charism of healing  - thousands of  
testimonies)  with Abbot Hugh Allan Director of 
Missions Catholic Bishops Conf and Bishop Timothy 
Menezes. A dynamic music ministry from House 
of the Open Door , Holy Mass, adoration, powerful 
eucharistic healing service, prayer ministry, youth, 
children and teen streams. For transport and bus 
details contact Madeleine  
Jeremy 07791503857. See poster in the Narthex  
for more details. 
All welcome! 

Parish Pilgrimage to 
Rome.  
 

Monday 5th—Friday 9th 
October 2026  
5 days/4 nights.  

Cost: £1,029 pp. half board;   
coach return fare to Heathrow is extra.  
Travel insurance included.  
There will a presentation evening in January with a cut
-off date of 14th February 2026 for signing up.  
Spiritual leader: Fr. John George  
Fully guided tour to include the following highlights: 
Papal Audience; visit to St Peter’s Basilica with Mass, 
tour & visit to the Dome; visit to and Mass in the  
Catacombs. Visit to the Trevi fountain and the  
Venerable English College.  
Booking forms available from the office  

STOP PRESS! 
There will be a meeting for all who have signed 
up for the Rome pilgrimage AND anyone who 
would like to find out more. 
Peter Fawcett will be giving a presentation with 
power point after the 10am Mass on Sunday 11th 
January  at 11.30am. Come along and find out 
more! 

A resolution for your New Year? 
One of our parishioners, Owen Jenkins   
has set up and runs a marvellous  
Parish WhatsApp that you install 
on your phone and it gives you lots 
of really interesting and up to date  
information. Over 100 followers so far. 
Do ask if you need help to install. 

Come and visit the crib 
and bring your children 
and grandchildren.  
Crib offerings this year 
are for: 
Aid to the Church in 
Need and the homeless.  
“See within a manger 
lies, 
He who built the starry 
skies.” 

St Michael the Archangel,          
defend us in battle, be our  
protection against the  
wickedness and snares of the devil. 
May God rebuke him we humbly 
pray: 
and do thou, O Prince of the  
Heavenly host, by the power of 
God, cast into hell Satan and all the 
evil spirits who prowl about the 
world seeking the ruin of souls.  
Amen. 


